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Pangaea – The supercontinent 
The Earth’s made up on 7 major plates 

and many other minor plates. The 
notion that these plates were not 
always in the same place was suggested 
in 1596 by Abraham Ortelius, and was 
proved in 1912 by Alfred Lothar 
Wenger. 



The World 

 This shows the World as it is today, after the plates 
spread apart about 200 million years ago. 



Alfred Wenger 
 Alfred Wenger (1800-

1930) was a German 
meteorologist. At the age 
of 32, he came up with 
the idea of continental 
drift. This is the theory 
that the plates move on 
top of the mantle, due to 
convection currents. 
This moves about as fast 
as your fingernails grow. 



Continental drift 
 Continental drift is the 

theory that the plates 
move or float on the 
mantle, leading to the 
diverging, converging or 
plates sliding past each 
other. This results in 
volcanic activity, 
earthquake activity, 
folding and faulting. 

 



Pangaea 
 This is how Pangaea 

looked before 
continental drift 
separated it. Pangaea 
was made up of Laurasia 
and Gondwana, and 
surrounded by the 
Panthalassa Ocean. 



Evidence of continental drift 
In order for Wegener to put his theory of continental 

drift forward, he needed evidence to support the 
theory. The evidence is: 

 Continents and countries around the world 
neighboring each other fit together life a puzzle. 

 There were common rocks. 

 There were common fossils. 

 Glacial deposits of the same description and age were 
found. 



Countries fitting together 
 Countries like the east 

coast of South America 
the  and  west coast of 
Africa fit together like a 
jigsaw puzzle. 



Similar rock types 
 There were similar rock 

types found in 
neighboring countries, 
such as in Europe and 
North America, aswell as 
Africa and South 
America. 



Similar fossils 
 Similar animal fossils of 

animals that were unable 
to fly or swim were 
found on the coats of 
neighboring countries. 
These fossils were found 
in South America and 
Africa, telling us these 
countries were once 
joined together. 



Ice sheets and glacial deposits 
 Ice sheets and glacial 

deposits of the same age  
were found in Australia, 
Africa, India and South 
America. Ice sheets need 
a cooler climate to form 
so this tells us these 
warmer conditions must 
be joined to colder ones. 



Pictures 



Pictures 
 This is how the Earth’s expected to look like in 250 

million years. 


