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Pangaea  



Introduction  

 The continents were once all joined together 

 It was a supercontinent called Pangea 

 It was surrounded  by an ocean called Panthalassa 

 It broke apart around 200 million years ago 

 

 

 



The world today 



Alfred Wegener  

 He was born on the 1st November 1880 in Berlin 

 Wegener was the youngest of five children  

 He was a specialist in meteorology, geology and 
astronomy  

 He studied in the university of Berlin  

 He came up with the idea of continental drift in 
1912 

 He died in 1930 

 

 



Alfred Wegener 



Continental drift  

 In 1912 Wegener first thought that all of the 
continents joined together like a jigsaw 

 He named this supercontinent Pangea 

 He said that south America and Africa were once 
joined together 

 As the earths plates move the continents move also, 
this is how they came together and how Pangea 
broke apart 

 Pangea broke apart around 200 million years ago 



Wegener's evidence of continental drift 

 Wegener found the same rock types in Africa and in 
south America 

 The same fossils were found in South America and 
Africa also, this tells us they were once together  

 Ice sheets and glacial deposits of the same type were 
found in Australia, Africa and India. 

 The edges of each of the continents join together like 
a jigsaw  

 



 Rock types 

 Around the coasts of Africa and south America the 
same rock types were found 

 These same rock types were also found up the 
coastlines of Europe 

 He also found out that the same mountain structures 
and age of the rocks were found in these places 

 This evidence shows us the continental drift is real 
and Pangaea was once formed  

 matching rock formations and mountain chains are 
found in South America and Africa 

 

 



Rock types 



Same fossils  

 The same fossils were found in South America and 
Africa also, this tells us they were once together 

   Fossil plants in India, South Africa, Australia, 
Antarctica and South America are similar to each 
other.  

 This so-called Glossopteris flora is quite different 
from plants found in other parts of the world at the 
same time. 

 





Ice sheets 

 Ice sheets and glacial deposits of the same type were 
found in Australia, Africa and India. 

 Sedimentary rock examination showed a change in 
climates, and the only possible explanations were 
continental drift or movement of the poles. 

 



Continents fit together like a puzzle 

 South America and the coasts of Africa join together 
like a jigsaw, they must once been joined together 

 Also parts of Europe join together and Australia 
would join up to India 

 This evidence shows us that continental drift does 
exist and Pangaea was once together  




