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 The volcano is located in south western Washington 
USA 

 The volcano used to be a symmetrical cone 9,600 feet 
high but after the eruption the upper 1,300 feet was 
removed due to a bulge on the upper part of the cone 
that caused a massive landslide. 



 Mount Saint Helens is an example of a dome volcano 

 Dome volcano’s tend to have steep sides. This is due to 
acidic lave erupting from the vent. 

 High amounts of gas contained within the magma lead 
to explosive eruptions.  



 On march 20th  1980 a magnitude 4.1 earthquake 
occurred beneath the volcano 

 These were the first warning signs that the volcano 
had reawakened 

 On may18th  1980 8:32 am a magnitude 5.1 earthquake 
struck  beneath the volcano within 10 seconds the 
bulge and surrounding rock fell causing a huge 
landslide.       





 Mount St. Helens erupted due to acidic lava trapping 
gases 

 This was caused by a high concentrate of silica in the 
lava. 

 Pressure builds up and then caused an explosive 
eruption 

 



 540 million tons of ash was plummeted into the air 

 Ash drifted over 2000 square miles and settled over 
seven states causing mass disruption 

 Ash reduced number of airlines flying across America   



 Fifty-seven people are known to have died  

 200 homes and countless vehicles were destroyed 

 There were damage costs of $1.1 billion and an 
additional $950 million was given to the us army in 
recovery efforts 

  



 The north face of the volcano was blown 
apart due to the bulge on the north face 
giving way. 

 The heat vaporized surrounding glacial ice 
and snow. 

 It caused a massive mudflow moving{175-
250 kilometers per hour} taking everything 
in its path 



 Mount Saint Helens is now only 8,363 feet tall. 

 This will not be the last explosive eruption we see from 
Mount  Saint Helens 

 


