


 Mount St Helens is in Washington, U.S.A . 

 It is located on the North American Plate. 

 At this point, the plate is being dragged 

under another plate. This is known as 

subduction. 

 On May 18th 1980, an earthquake 

caused a volcanic eruption. 

 It is part of the Pacific Ring of Fire. 
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 On March 20th  1980 , a 4.2 magnitude 

earthquake occurred deep under Mount 

St. Helens causing the gases to rise. 

 Up to 400 people evacuated the area 

around it, but the majority of people 

stayed. 

 Geologists noticed a large “bulge” on 

the north-eastern side of the mountain. 





 At 8:32 am, after months of the magma 

rising (almost 5 feet a day), a 5.1 

magnitude earthquake caused the 

Volcano to erupt. 

 The earthquake also caused a large 

landslide on the north east face of the 

mountain.  







 The eruption caused everything within 8 
miles to be blasted seconds after the 
volcano blew. 

 Shockwaves from the eruption levelled 19 
miles of forest. 

 Over 540 million tons of ash was emitted. 

 A secondary explosion launched the ash 
and gases 12 miles into the air. 

 The ash cloud ended up covering 7 
American States and caused instant 
darkness. 





 









 The eruption killed 57 people. 

 Over 200 homes were damaged and 

people were left homeless. 

 7000 large animals were killed (Deer, elk, 

etc..) 

 Ash from the volcano clogged sewage 

systems. 

 The eruption had massive consequences 

on the economic infrastructure. 



 The mountain was 9,600 feet (3,000m) 

before the eruption. 

 The eruption was so powerful that it 

removed the top 1,300 feet (396m) and 

left a shield crater around the vent. 





 The land surrounding the mountain is 

after healing and has recovered its 

natural beauty. 

 The volcano is still very active and we 

have not seen the last eruption from the 

mountain. 
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