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 This project is on Mount St. Helens in the U.S.A. 

 In this project I will be speaking about the eruption ,the 
effects ,the causes and the future of Mount St. Helens. 



 Mount St. Helens is 
Located within the 
Cascade mountain 
range in southern 
Washington.  

 Mount St. Helens is 
approximately 40 000 
years old.  

 



 The volcano was 
named after the 
British ambassador to 
Spain the Baron of St. 
Helens . 

 Mount St. Helens is 
known as the ‘ Fuji of 
America ’. 

 

 The Native Americans 
who lived near Mount 
St. Helens called it 
Louwala - clough which 
means Smoking 
Mountain. 

 George  Vancouver  
discovered    and named 
the volcano between 
1792 – 1794. 

 





 Mount St. Helens witnessed many minor 
eruptions in the early 19th century. 

 Years in which eruptions occurred are  1800 
1898 1903 and 1932. 

 





 For most of the 20th 
century the mountain was 
seen as a peaceful 
mountain until 1980. 

 On the 20th of March 1980 
a 4.1 magnitude 
earthquake struck 
underneath the volcano. 

 In April 1980 a large bulge 
was noticed on the north 
face . 

 At 8:32 on May the 18th 
1980 a 5.1 magnitude 
struck under the volcano 
and the bulge fell away.  
 



 The sudden release of pressure over the 
magma chamber created a cloud of 
superheated gas and rock debris which was 
blown out of the mountain face. 

 Shortly after the lateral blast a second vertical 
explosion occurred at the summit. 

 This blast sent a mushroom cloud of ash and 
gases more the 12 miles into the air. 

 Ash continued to erupt for more then 9 hours. 

 





 Ultimately an estimated 540 million tons of ash 
drifted up to 2 200 square miles over 7 states 

 Everything within 8 miles of the blast was 
wiped out almost instantly. 

  More than 1.5 million metric tons of sulphur 
dioxide were released into the atmosphere. 

 Shortly after the lateral blast a second vertical 
explosion occurred at the summit of the 
volcano sending a mushroom cloud into the 
air. 





 Mount St. Helens eruption was the most 
destructive in U.S history. 

 57 people were killed. 

 More then 200 houses were destroyed. 

 



 The volcano used to be a beautiful symmetrical 
cone about 9600 feet above sea level. 

 The eruption which removed the upper 1300 
feet off the summit left a horse shoe shaped 
centre. 

 The lustiest forest that surrounded the 
mountain was destroyed and a barren 
landscape was left it its place. 





 Today Mount  St Helens and other volcanoes in  
the Pacific north west are closely monitored by 
geologists. 

 This eruption offered scientists an exceptional 
opportunity to examine and study a large 
volcanic eruption. 
 



 


