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 Eyjafjallajokull , a volcano on the eastern 
volcanic zone in southern Iceland ,began to 
erupt on 14 of April 2010. 

 A plume of volcanic ash was at times ejected 
serval  kilometers into the atmosphere by this 
eruption, which  caused UK airspace was 
closed from 15-20 of April. 

 



 



 



 First eruption on the 20 of march 2010.Came 
from an ice free area on the north east side of 
the volcano which is 1660 meters high. 

 The second eruption on the 14 of April 2010. 

 A subsequent phase of eruptions then began in 
a 2.5km wide caldera beneath the ice cap near 
the summit of the volcano on the 14 of April. 



 The interaction of magma and water created a 
plume of volcanic ash and gas over 10km. 

 Most of the ice in the crater appeared to have 
melted ,the plume was only reaching height up 
to 4km. 

 As the amount of ice available to interact with 
the magma decreased ,the volcano  changed 
from producing ash to mainly producing  fire 
fountains. 



 UK air space was closed from 15-20 of April , 
causing significant disruption ,was reopened 
following new guide lines about ash densities 
that could be tolerated by aircraft. 

 A plume of ash  was at times ejected several 
kilometers  into the atmosphere by this 
eruption ,potentially causing a hazard for 
aeroplanes . 



 Volcanic ash is a major hazard to aircraft. 
Smoke and ash from eruptions reduce visibility 
for visual navigation and microscopic debris in 
the ash can sandblast windscreens and melt in 
the heat of the aircraft turbine engines 
,damaging and making them shut down. 



 Volcano tourism quickly sprang up in the wake 
of the eruption ,with local tour companies 
offering day trips to see the volcano .  

 The civil protection Department of the 
Icelandic police produced regular reports about 
access to the area , including a map of the 
restricted area ,from which the public was 
excluded. 


