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Negative Effects: 
• Lahars 
•Nuée Ardentes  
•Loss of Life  
•Damage to Property 
•Effects the Environment  
 



Lahars 
•Formed when ice and snow on a volcano melt when the volcano erupts 
•Lahars create mudflows which can move at speeds upwards of 120 km/h 
•It travels down the volcano and can destroy  nearby towns and villages 
•In November 1985 the Nevado Del Ruiz volcano erupted with 8 metres 
thick of pyroclastic flow running down he volcano cause huge destruction 
to nearby towns. 



Nuée Ardentes 
•Clouds of hot ash and poisonous gases 
•Ejected  from the volcano during eruption 
•Can create glowing avalanches  



Loss of Life 

•Volcanoes can cause a lot of death 
•When Mount Vesuvius erupted 20,000 
people died 
Picture:Bodies after eruption in  79 AD  



Damage to Property 

•Lava is very destructive 
•It will burn and destroy everything in its path 
•In 1902 the Mount Pelée volcano in the Caribbean erupted and destroyed the city of St. 
Pierre killing approx 30,000 people 
 



Effects on the Environment 
•Ash clouds full of gas and dust may reduce the global temperature 
•The emission of sulfur dioxide may lead to acid rain 
•Carbon dioxide and other harmful gases being emitted  can contribute to the greenhouse 
effect 
 



Positive Effects: 

•Fertile Soil 
•Tourism 
•Geothermal Energy 
•Creation of new land 
•Building materials 



Fertile Soil 
•Volcanic Soils are very fertile 
•They  are called laterite soils  and are very rich in minerals 
•They are common in many countries like Brazil and Italy where coffee, 
fruit and vegetables are grown 
 



Tourism 
•Dormant volcanoes attract thousands of tourists from around the  world 
•Tourists love to climb the volcano and enjoy the views and landscape 
•This leads to ‘spin off industries’ which make local towns lots of money for 
example Bus Companies, Hotels and restaurants  
•This also generates employment 
•Tens of thousands of people visit Mount Vesuvius every year 



Geothermal 
Energy  

•This type of energy provides 80% of the electricity to homes in Iceland. 
•This energy is harnessed when pool of water are superheated to 
temperatures of 1000 degrees. 
•The water does not evaporate but instead steam is pushed to the 
surface where where turbines harness the electricity 



Creation of New Land 
and Building 
Materials 

•Its creates new land by lava hardening which can be lived on by 
humans for example Iceland 
•Granite which is formed by volcanic activity is used in construction  


