
DIFFERENT SETTLEMENT PERIODS IN IRELAND’S HISTORY 

 

1. Pre Christian Settlement  
These settlements date from about 9000 years ago to about 1500 years ago. 

Look for Middens, Ringforts, Fulacht Fia, Ogham Stones, Standing Stones, Cairns, Crannógs 

on the O.S. map 

 

2. Early Christian Settlement  
Also known as Monastic settlement  

These settlements date from about the 7th to the 11th century AD  

(about 1500 to 1000 years ago)  

These were monks who built monasteries, abbeys, round towers, stone crosses. Look for 

those on the map. Look also for placenames that begin wiyh Cil or Kil (old Irish for church) 

e. Kilkenny, Kildare  

 

3. Medieval Settlement – Viking and Norman  

Vikings  
Came from Scandanavia. From about the 9th century to the 11th century AD. No physical 

evidence on the map as all their buildings made from wood.  

Normans  
Came from North of France. From 1139 AD to 1300 AD (12th to 14th centuries AD). They 

settled on the fertile areas. Built defence settlements. Look for Motte & Bailey, Castles on the 

map 

 

4. Plantation Settlement  
From 1500 to about 1700 AD (16th to 18th centuries AD)  

Lands taken from ‘Irish’ and English settlers given this land. Large private houses and estates 

(demesnes) built. Planned towns with market squares or diamonds built in them. Look for 

fortified house, towns with a market square in them, English sounding placenames e.g. 

Butlerstown, Boycestown etc. Also look for large star shaped forts such as Charlesfort in 

Kinsale and at other coastal locations. Martello towers also date from the late 1700’s. Canals 

date from late 1700’s and early 1800’s. Railways date from about the 1830’s  

 

5. Modern Settlement  
These are modern planned towns, parks and housing estates. Eg Shannon in Co. Clare, 

Blanchardstown and Tallaght in Dublin. Look for clear patterns to roads – close to main 

roads, planned housing estates and parks. 

 


