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The region I have studied is the western region of Ireland consisting of Galway, Mayo, and 

Roscommon.  Two primary activities in this region are Agriculture and fishing. 

Agriculture 

Farming in this region is limited due to the physical landscape of the region. The harsh 

climate and poor quality landscape has hindered farming developing. The landscape is very 

mountainous, wet, poor peaty and gley soils which are not good for farming. 

The farms in the west tend to be very small in comparison to farms around the country.  

They are typically 10-25 hectares.  With a farm this size it would be difficult to make a 

decent profit to more beneficial areas such as Dublin.  Not only are the farmers old but up 

to 50% of them have part time jobs. Due to the poor quality of land grass is the most 

common grown crop.  This is used to feed livestock.  There are very few crops grown 

because of the quality of soil.  There is only dairy farming in the east of the region 

(Roscommon) because the quality of grass is good here. 

 In the hillsides there is a lot of sheep grazing because of EU grants.  This has led to 

overgrazing which had further damaged the land. 

Since the EU catergorised the western region as a disadvantaged are farmers get payments 

to leave grass grow in fields.  This is part of an E.U. Policy called the Common Agricultural 

Policy. 

Fishing 

Fishing has been a very important industry in the western region, employing over 2000 

directly and indirectly.  The western region has ideal access to Ireland’s  continental shelf 

which extends for 320km off the coast.  This area is perfect for fishing due to the large 

amount of plankton.  The North Atlantic Drift also reaches this area which brings all 

nutrients from the current into this area also. 

Due to the EU policy introduced it has had a negative and positive impact on the western 

region.  The common fisheries policy was introduced with the aim to protect fish from being 

overfished by doing things such as introducing quotas or controlling net sizes. 

The common fisheries policy has affected the west greatly.  Instead of small ports there is 

one main port in Rossaveal and because of this there has been a reduction in employment 

in the fishing industry in the west. 

Although the EU help Ireland a lot due to the grants and incentives they have limited the 

expansion of the fishing industry in the western region. 

Due to the all quotas and restrictions aquaculture has increased in the western region.  They 

can be found in Clew Bay Co. Mayo. Aquaculture now accounts for almost 50% of all jobs in 

the fishing sector in the West. 


