
Question: Examine the development of tertiary economic 

activities in an Irish region you have studied. 

Answer: The Irish region I have studied is the Border, 

Midland and Western (BMW) region. This is a peripheral 

region and is less developed than most of Europe. The west is 

classified as a convergence region as its gross domestic 

product is less than 75% of the EU average. The EU structural 

funds help the development of the tertiary sector in the this 

region. The two tertiary economic activities I am going to 

discuss are transport and tourism. 

Transport: 

The transport infrastructure of the west highlights the 

peripherality of the region. The transport industry can be 

divided into four sectors, Road, Rail, Air and sea  

 Road: The main roads in the region are generally 

narrow and badly aligned and their surfaces are in a 

poor state of repair. The national development plan 

(2000-2006) led to road improvements in the west. The 

N6 now links Galway with Dublin. Also there are roads 

linking main towns in this region, helping with 

commuting. Motorway links Galway to Limerick and 

Shannon airport. 

 Rail: Rail systems are extremities of a radial national 

network focusing on Dublin. There is a rail link from 

Galway to Athlone to Dublin. 



 Air: There is a small airport in Galway and Connaught 

regional airport in Knock. It is also linked by main road 

to Shannon international airport in Clare. 

 Sea: Galway port has developed to cater for cargo 

vessels which bring raw materials for local industry and 

export finished products. There are also local ferries 

from Galway city and Rossaveal to Aran islands  

 

Tourism: 

Tourism is one of the most important tertiary activities in the 

region. The rugged mountains and coastline, quiet beaches, 

water sports and fresh water for angling in places such as 

Lough Conn in Mayo and Lough Mask in Galway are world 

famous and attract many tourists to the region each year. 

Tourists that go to the west stay in hotels and B&Bs, this 

creates business in the area. Tourists also spend money 

within the region, improving local shops sales and profits. 

Summer colleges in the Gaeltacht cater for more than 20,000 

students annually. As students are accommodated in local 

people’s homes, they contribute to the local economy. 
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