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One European region I have studied is the Flemish Diamond in Belgium.  
 
Two factors that have influenced the development of secondary economic activities in the region are  
 

1- The development of Antwerp as a major international port.  
2- The manufacturing industry. 

 
 

1- The city of Antwerp is 913,000 people. Reasons for its development are as follows. It's been a leading 
maritime centre since the middle ages. Belgium was a colonial power until 1960 Importing diamonds and 
tropical fruits. It has an ideal location for importing and exporting goods. It's on the banks of the river 
Scheldt. It is 80km from the open sea. It can handle ships of up to 80,000 tonnes. It also has excellent 
inland connections such as motorways, rail networks and canals. Its central location also helped the 
development of secondary economic activities as it's close to major industrial regions like Northern France 
and Western Germany. Evidence that the port of Antwerp has helped to develop these activities is shown 
in the amount of cargo handled. In 1975 83.7 million tonnes were handled and in 2005 248.5 million tonnes 
were handled. 
  
2- The manufacturing industry has also developed in the region. They have a few different areas that have 
caused this. In the oil-refining sector there are 5 oil-refineries in the region with a refining capacity of 38 
million tonnes. The Petro-chemical and chemical industry is second only to Houston, Texas With 20 of the 
worlds top petro-chemical plants set up in Antwerp. Engineering is also an industry that has developed 
especially car and tractor components. Ship repair is also present in the region, With bulk carriers being an 
example. Two types of cargo handled are container cargo, which accounts for 40.3% and drybulk, which 
accounts for 20.1% of total cargo handled. 

 


