
Examine the development of secondary economic activities in one 

non-Irish region of your choice 

In this answer, I will discuss the development of primary activities in a non-Irish region called The 

Flemish Diamond. The Flemish Diamond is a diamond shaped area in Belgium formed by the cities of 

Antwerp, Leuven, Gent and Brussels. About 5 million people live here with a population density of 

about 800 people per square kilometre. It is the most urbanised, industrialised and prosperous area 

in Belgium and it is a core region of the EU. The two main areas of the region which I will focus on in 

my answer are The Port of Antwerp and The City of Gent as they both have a huge influence on the 

economic growth of Belgium.  

First of all, the port of Antwerp is a leading industrial centre and the reasons for its development as 

an international port are as follows: Antwerp has a central location near the major industrialised 

regions of Central Belgium, Northern France, Western Germany and Southern Netherlands. 

Secondly, the area has an excellent inland connection with motorways, rail, pipeline and canals such 

as Albert and Willebroek. Thirdly, Antwerp is located on the banks of the River Scheldt so it can 

handle ships of 80,000 tonnes. Finally, Antwerp has been a leading maritime trading centre of 

clothing and spices since the middle Ages. All these factors have helped the development of the 

Antwerp port and this has allowed many secondary activities to take place here. Such industries 

include the following: Oil refining which is a big industry in this area as Antwerp has 5 oil refineries 

which have a capacity of 38 million tonnes. Also, twenty of the worlds leading petro-chemical 

companies are located in the port. Refining of non-ferrous metals, engineering, ship repair, diamond 

cutting, food processing, electronics and fashion are all other important industries in Antwerp. 

Industrial activities in the port generate roughly 23% of maritime goods traffic and in 2005 248.8 

million tonnes of cargo were handled by the port. 

The city of Gent is also a leading industrial centre in the Flemish diamond. The city is linked to the 

Scheldt estuary by the Gent-terneuzen canal and as a result it is a nodal point of road, rail and canal 

transport system. This has encouraged the development of secondary activities in the region and the 

manufacturing industries include the following: Steel-making is a big industry here as over 6,000 are 

employed by Sidmar in one of Europe’s largest steel mills. Motor manufacturing is also important as 

Gent is the distribution centre for Volvo and Honda in Europe. Native and important foods are also 

processed here so food processing is certainly a secondary economic activity which has developed 

here. 

 


