
Secondary Activities in the Flemish Diamond, Belgium 

Conor Walter 5
th

 Year 2012 

The region I have studied is the core region of the Flemish Diamond in East Flanders, Belgium. This 

diamond consists of the three large cities of Antwerp, Brussels, Gent and Leuven. Two factors 

influencing secondary activities in this area are the development of the Port Of Antwerp and the 

development of Belgium as the administrative capital of Europe. 

 

 

Port of Antwerp 

 

Antwerp with a population of just over 1 million is a main influence in the development of secondary 

economic activities in Belgium. Antwerp has been a leading maritime trade centre since the Middle 

Ages and is based on the banks of the River Scheldt. It is situated 80km from the Sea and can handle 

ships of up to 80,000 tonnes. There is an excellent transport system making it ideal for the set up of 

industry here. There are good Motorways, Canals(Albert and Willebroek),Rail and Pipeline Networks. 

Its central location near the industrial regions of Central Belgium, Northern France, Western Germany 

and Southern Netherlands provide a wide customer base  and already established prosperous 

industries encouraging industries to set up here also. Industries found in Antwerp include Oil refining 

with 5 refineries in the port with a refining capacity of 38 million tonnes .It is the second largest 

chemical and petro chemical producer in the world with 20 of the world’s leading petro chemical 

companies set up in the port availing of the Bulk transport amenities there. In 2005 the port handled a 

huge 250 million tonnes of cargo ,25 million of this being oil. As a result of this large flow of shipping 

traffic, ship repair specialising in bulk carriers and oil and gas tankers is a large industry in Antwerp 

also. The efficiency of the Port of Antwerp's' facilities and its close proximity to wide markets allow for 

the lowest possible transport costs ,attracting industry to set up in the area availing of lower costs and 

allowing for more profit to be made 

 

Brussels-Administrative Capital 

 

Brussels has a population of over 1,800,000 people (2011) and is the capital of Belgium. It has 

developed as the political capital of the European Union for its central location, multilingual nature and 

its pro European Policy. It is a nodal point of a high quality communications network with high speed 

trains (Eurostar and T.G.V.) ,motorway, air and water linkages to other cities attracting foreign and 

indigenous industries to set up there. Industries in Brussels include steel manufacturing, chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, printing, food processing, tobacco, electronics and high quality clothing and furniture 

.Brussels has a large highly trained workforce making for easier recruitment of employees for new 

and existing industries. Brussels also has a central location in close proximity to large EU markets 

with 60% of European purchasing power within a 500km radius. Brussels also has low real estate 

costs in relation to the rest of The EU with warehousing costs of just €60 per sq.metre per year. This 

low cost allows for industries to store raw materials and finished products cheaply ,saving on 

unnecessary costs and increasing profit margins. Headquarters of the European Union and NATO lie 

in Brussels ,these organisations have brought with them a multitude of other professional sectors 

such as international schools, advertising agencies, accountancy firms, computer software companies 

and consultancies, all aiding the development of secondary activities in this city and region. These 

factors along with a favourable business climate in terms of tax  policies and the availability of 

financial incentives all encourage industry to set up in this area. 


