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The area I have studied is the West Region of Ireland which is made up of counties 
Galway, Mayo and Roscommon.  
 
The two industries I've studied are the agriculture industry and the fishing industry.  
 
In the agricultural sector the harsh climate and difficult landscape make farming 
difficult. 30% of farms in the west of Ireland are less than 10 hectares this makes it 
difficult to make a lot of money because it is so small and the quality of the land is so 
poor. Many farmers in the west can only work part time because their income is so 
low and they need a second job to survive. In the west 27% of up land areas are 
overgrazed and suffer from soil erosion. Tillage and dairy farming are not common in 
the west due to the area being unsuitable. Only 2.4% of Ireland’s annual barley crop 
is grown in the west. Grass is the most common crop grown in the western region. 
The area has benefitted from EU subsidies due to it being a disadvantaged area. 
The EU has paid farmers not to use some of their land in order for it to be more 
productive. 
 
Ireland has great waters for catching high quality fish. It is a rich breeding ground 
because there is a high number of plankton growing there. Plankton grows when 
there is lots of sunlight and when the water is also warmer. it is warmer due to the 
North Atlantic Drift. Around 2000 people are employed by the fishing industry in the 
west. Unfortunately since Ireland joined the EU it has given up the rights to its fishing 
grounds. With quotas being introduced by the EU it has restricted the amount of fish 
Irish fishermen have caught and has allowed foreign fishermen catch more. This has 
affected Irish fishermen personally and the industry as a whole. So Irish fishermen 
have begun farming fish. This is known as Aquaculture. This is when fishermen 
breed fish in confined areas and sheltered bays so they can grow. They are known 
as fish farms and Clew Bay in Co. Mayo has a fish farm. Finally production has risen 
from 50000 tonnes in 2000 to 171822 tonnes being produced in 2006. 
 


