
Culture is an important factor in defining some regions. Examine this 

statement with reference to any region you have studied. 

Regions can be studied according to physical and cultural indicators. Culture is the 

language, religious beliefs and way of life of a society at a certain time. Language 

is the principle method of communication between one person to another. It is a 

uniting force linking people from the same language group. However, language 

may also be a divisive force as can be seen in the case of the Language Line in 

Belgium. 

 Belgium overlaps the boundary between the Germanic and Romance cultural 

families of Western Europe. It is separated between the French speaking Walloons 

and the Dutch speaking Flemings (a small group speaks German in the east).  

 The Flemings live in the 5 northern and north eastern provinces of West 

Flanders, East Flanders, Antwerp, Flemish Brabant and Limburg known as the 

Flanders. Wallonia, home to Walloon cultural sector lives in the 5 southern and 

eastern provinces of Hainaut, Namur, Liege, Walloon Brabant and Luxembourg. 

 The main conflict began up until the 20
th

 centenary when one must have 

been able to speak French to get an important job in Belgium, leaving the Flemings 

excluded and marking the Walloons as the social elite of Belgium. Thus created 

the language line, a mark dividing the Flanders and Wallonia which was created in 

1932 to hopefully cease conflict. But if anything, it only increased tension between 

the 2 groups. 

 Brussels, the capital city, located in the Flemish area, became a bilingual 

zone as it is the centre of government for the country. Although French speakers 

make up the majority of its population, the federal style government is officially 

obligated to answer all questions asked in both French and Flemish. This has led to 

much confusion and tension within the government. For instance in 2007, it took 

3months for the government to be formed due to poor negotiations. 

 Political disputes continue to sour relations between the Dutch and French 

speakers. Cultural apartheid has ensued to the point where both areas act as if they 

are different states. Both groups interact and live totally separate from one another, 

shopping, attending different schools and marrying within their own social class. 

Division is so great; villages close to one another by the border have little to do 

with each other. A recent poll has estimated that 43% of Flemings want to a 

separate and independent Flanders and most Walloons wish to become a state of 

France. 
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