
 

Examine the factors that influence the development of one primary economic 

activity in a Sub-Continental Region that you have studied 

One sub-continental region that I have studied is South Asia, which consists of India, 

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. The primary economic activity I will 

examine is agriculture, and this is influenced by climate and drainage in the region. 

Climate:       India experiences a tropical continental monsoon climate. All of the land in 

India (excluding the Thar Desert) has agricultural potential, as long as it rains. South Asia 

has three seasons: the wet season, the hot and dry season, and the cool and dry season. 

June until September is when the hot wet season takes place. Heavy rainfall known as a 

monsoon occurs when clouds from the south-west travel over the region. The cool dry 

season is between October and February. At this time, the monsoon retreats while dry wind 

covers the region from the north-east. There is almost no rainfall during this period, except 

for in the south-east by the Bay of Bengal. Because of this, farmers tend to grow crops 

before this time, during the wet, hot season. Rice is grown in large quantities during this 

time as it is 90% of the local diet. March until June is dry, temperatures can reach its 

warmest annual temperatures during this season, reaching up to 45°C. During this time 

there is a drought in the land, as no monsoon occurs. This can cause crops to die, meaning 

food growth is tougher during this period. The region depends on rainfall from May to 

November for crop growth. 

Drainage:      Drainage features in this region include the Ganges River, the Himalayan 

Mountains and the Bay of Bengal. These stretch over a distance of 2400km. The river valleys 

in the Himalaya Mountains are used for irrigation schemes, especially from March until 

June, when there is drought in the region. Hydroelectric Power can also be obtained from 

these above drainage features. Due to high rainfall, the Himalayas experience high levels of 

flooding, creating a deep layer of alluvial soils. As a result, in the Assam State cotton, 

coconuts and tea are grown. Irrigation in the region leads to calcification and salinization. 

Calcification is the build up of calcium in the ground, creating an impermeable layer of 

calcite. Plant roots therefore cannot grow, leading to crop failure. Salinization is the build up 

of dissolved salts, creating a poisonous layer of rock. As there is a great need for irrigation 

during the drought period in South Asia, India and Pakistan agreed to the Indus Water 

Treaty of 1980, which directed the flow of water towards Pakistan. 
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