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In this answer I will discuss the factors influencing and the developing the primary, secondary and 

tertiary services in the Greater Dublin Region, which mainly consists of Dublin and the surrounding 

areas.  

The fishing industry is a primary activity in Dublin and is quite successful. The main ports are Howth, 

the third largest port in the Republic, and Skerries, which have contributed greatly to the national 

catch. In 2002, the catch was estimated at 3% of total landings within the Republic. This is in direct 

contrast to the landings made in 1960, where the catch totalled at 35%, as this shows competition 

from local and European fishing industries as well as the depletion of fish stocks in the Celtic Sea as a 

direct result of overfishing. In 2008, the port of Howth made landings worth €8.3 million while the 

Skerries took in €2.3 million. However, the region does not support aquaculture due to pollution in 

the Celtic Sea, and as such aquaculture is severely limited. Much like agricultural activities, the 

transport costs are low due to the close proximity of farmland and fisheries to the city and 

processing industries. The agricultural industry is also successful, and makes use of the brown earth 

soils found throughout the region and light sandy soils found only in the north of the region. Brown 

earth soils are the preferred soils for crop growth, as they have high humus content, are well drained 

and have many minerals and nutrients which are utilised by crops for growth. Barley is one of the 

main outputs and can be split into two categories: malt barely and protein rich barley. Malt barley, 

which is high in starch, is used for brewing whilst the protein rich protein is given to cattle as feed. 

Wheat is sold to bakeries and confectionary manufacturers. Grassland is also utilised for pastoralism.  

While it may appear that the agricultural activities in this region have little to worry about, farmers 

must produce enough to compete with the growth of urban and industrial areas which threaten to 

spread into agricultural areas, and as such, the activity in this region must be intensive and profitable 

if farmers wish to remain. 

In relation to secondary activities, the government has devoted the majority of its focus on 

developing its manufacturing industry which continues to thrive even in the Global Economic Crisis, 

though the government has begun to fund new projects which are more inclined to endorse the 

pharmaceutical, biotechnological and chemical industries, which have begun to expand in recent 

years due to an increase in the need for trained professionals. Nowadays, the industry produces a 

wide variety of goods other than I.C.T. products. The majority of primary goods come from the 

B.M.W., which are then manufactured and sold back to the Western regions for incredibly unfair 

prices, which keeps the B.M.W.’s economy low and at a depression like status. These activities 

include brewing, baking, pharmaceutical work, home furnishings and distilling. Alone, these activities 

employ more than 71’000 individuals. It is regularly regarded as being the best manufacturing 

county due to its low strike percentage as well as few workplace disputes. 

As the political and financial capital of the Republic of Ireland, Dublin is home to many tertiary 

services, including the headquarters of the majority of semi-state companies. Dublin is also the 

commercial, communications, cultural, educational and medical capital of Ireland, as thousands are 

invested in the development of these services yearly. This is one of several reasons why the region 

attracts foreign companies and industries, which primarily consist of international financial and tele-

service enterprises, which have sought out the well-developed telecommunications. The population 

of Dublin makes up roughly a whole quarter of the total Irish populace, and continues to rise as 

people emigrate from other parts of the country, such as the B.M.W. While the vast majority of 

residents in the Dublin use private vehicles as a form of transport for commuting to and from work, 
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public transport has also been implemented by the government. However, these schemes appear to 

have failed to a certain degree, as the service cannot provide surrounding commuter towns such as 

Naas and Navan. Up to 90% of all commercial transport is by road, which also affects traffic, and has 

led to congestion within the city and suburban areas of the G.D.A. While public transport may have 

failed, Dublin airport as well as its many ports is more than suitable to cope with the growing 

demand for transport between Europe and Ireland. 

In conclusion, it is obvious that the G.D.A. region is highly advanced and more than capable of 

dealing with any problems that come its way thanks to a developed and well organised system. 

 

 

 


