
Examine how any of the two factors listed below have influenced the 

development of any urban area in Europe, not Ireland. Transport, Location, 

Primary economic activity. 

In this answer, I will discuss the development of a European urban area called The Flemish Diamond. 

The four cities making up the Flemish diamond are Brussels, Antwerp, Gent and Leuven. The two 

influencing factors which I will speak about are Transport and Primary economic activity. 

First of all, the high quality transport services available in the Flemish Diamond have been a very 

important factor in the development of the region as an urban centre. Brussels, the capital city of 

Belgium is located at a nodal point served by a high-quality communication network. It has many 

good quality roads with the main European highways passing through. It has the densest railway 

network on the continent with the development of high speed trains (Eurostar) linking Brussels to 

Lille to London. The French TGVs also provide direct connections to various cities in the south of 

France such as Montpellier and Grenoble. Belgium has the biggest port concentration in Europe with 

its main ports being Antwerp port and Brussels port. Belgium also has many airports with Brussels 

National Airport (Zaventem) being its biggest but with several other regional airports like Liege 

Airport. This region’s excellent communication network then allows a variety of industries to set up 

here. As a result, many jobs are created and the Flemish Diamond region develops into a wealthy 

urban centre. 

Another factor that has been essential for the regions development as an industrial centre is primary 

economic activity. The main primary economic activities which have had an effect on this region are 

agriculture, Mining and energy. Firstly, agriculture has developed this urban area in a number of 

ways. In total, farmers only make up about 2% of Belgium’s workforce. However, they supply over 

80% of Belgium’s food needs. Wheat is their most important cereal crop while sugar beet and 

potatoes are their most important root crops. Fruits and vegetables are also grown in greenhouses 

to supply the nearby markets. These foods are then sold, creating more income for the area and 

helping it develop into a wealthier region. In addition, the agriculture industry then encourages 

other in industries such as food processing industries to locate here. This in turn creates even more 

jobs and helps the region develop further. Secondly, mining and energy have also been very 

influential in the development of the Flemish Diamond. The regions native supply of coal provides 

the energy and raw material for its economic development. In fact, at its peak, coal mining employed 

over 100,000 workers in 250 pits across Belgium. As it created many jobs, the mining industry has 

clearly helped develop the Flemish Diamond. However, this primary economic activity then 

encouraged many other coal based industries to set up here, creating even more jobs. The coal 

based activities that were set up included steel making, engineering, chemicals, textiles, clothing and 

electrical engineering. Therefore, it is clear that primary economic activities have hugely influenced 

the development of the Flemish Diamond. 


