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Factors affecting fertility rates in the developing world: 

The developing countries mainly reside in the southern hemisphere. Here 

fertility rates are still very high, much higher than the wealthier and more 

developed countries of the north. This is worrying as if population continues to 

grow, it will impede these countries’ economies. This can cause environmental 

problems and also a shortage of food and water to supply the growing 

population. 

Here are some of the main reasons why fertility rates are so high there: 

 Early marriage: Families are likely to much larger in developing countries as women 

get married at a much younger age and continue to have children throughout their 

lifetime. For example in Mali, 40% of girls have one child before the age of 18. 

 Traditional roles: In the developing world women are expected to take a more 

traditional role and stay home to mind the children while the husband goes to work 

and earns the money to support the family. Only a small, but increasing number of 

women make up the paid workforce. In countries such as China the figure has 

increased dramatically, from 7.5% in 1949 to over 46% in 2003. 

 Lack of education: Developed countries are well educated in family planning and 

different methods of contraception. The lack of education that women receive in 

developing countries results in no family planning and so they have more children.  

The trend shows that mothers who have received education tend to have smaller 

families as they may choose a career over having a large family. In Brazil a survey of 

young mothers revealed that those without second level education had an average 

of 6.5 children. Those who had a second level education had an average of 2.5 

children 

 Children viewed as an asset: Developing countries do not have state pensions to 

provide for elderly people. Therefore women are choosing to have more children so 

they can rely on their children for support later in life. For this reason children are 

viewed as an economic advantage. 

 Government encouragement: In some countries government policies influence the 

size of families. In countries such as Romania, large families are encouraged because 

the government wants to ensure large numbers of recruits for the army as well as 

state workers. It is the opposite in China as it is becoming severely overpopulated . 

The Chinese government introduced a one-child policy in 1979 with the aim of 

decreasing the country’s huge population growth. 


