
Q Examine the factors that influence the development of one 
economic activity in the European region that you have studied 

  
The region that I have studied is the region of The Paris Basin in France, 
which consists of Paris and the surrounding countryside. 
The economic activity I have studied is Agriculture, which is a Primary 
Economic activity. Two contributing factors that have influenced the 
development of Agriculture are the region are Soils and Climate 
Climate 

The Paris basin experiences two temperate climates. Over closer by the 
sea in the west it has maritime influences and experiences a cool 
temperate oceanic climate. This area has temperatures averaging about 
5 degrees during the winter and 16 degrees during the summer months. 
The rainfall is averaging at about800mm per year aiding the more moist 
climate of the two to produce perfect element for pastoral farming. 
Normandy is an example of a place that experiences this climate and 
due to the cooler temperatures and well dispersed rainfall the area is 
used for agriculture and a lot of dairy produce is produced. It is cool with 
the right amount of rain making it ideal for this type of farming. 
Further inland in the Paris Basin Experiences a cool temperate 
continental type climate. This area has colder winters with temperatures 
averaging round 2 degrees but has a warmer summer as well averaging 
at 19 degrees. This has to do with the fact that the land heats up faster 
then the water near the coast so the inland areas experience slightly 
warmer weather. The rainfall is slightly lower with 700mm per the 
average and majority of this is convectional rainfall due to the warm air 
rising. 
The dry Champagne region is famous for its viticulture and its climate is 
perfect for the growth of the vines. With its summers only going as low as 
2 degrees so the ground and crops are not frozen over and killed. As 
well the hot summers and well dispersed rain combined with the long 
hours of sunshine and long growing periods the Farmers in this region 
are relishing in the perfect conditions for their business. 
Between these two temperate climates, a transitional climate also exists. 
Soils 
The soils of the Paris Basin are very varied. Each different soil type in 
the region has led to a different type of farming. They range from chalk 
soils of the Champaign to the clay soils of Brie These Different farming 
areas are called “Pays” in France. In Brie there are fertile clay soils in the 
region, which are very fertile and good for farming. Along with the Wet 
climate they combine and are perfect combination for growing dairy 
produce. Also due to the climate and fertile soil the grass is a healthier 
grass, which is better for the cows. 



In the champagne region there are chalk soils that are a bit drier and with 
the already hot dry climate viviculture is very common as vines relish in 
this environment and grow very well. 
The dominant soil type of the Basin is a thick layer of fertile stoneless 
Limon soil. 
This aids to the growth in both areas. Limon soils are wind blown soils 
from a periglacial environment.    
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