
Q. Examine the factors that influence the development of one economic activity in 

a European region (not Ireland) that you have studied. By Adrian Daly 

A. The European region that I have studied is the Paris Basin. It’s a core region of 

France and consists of Paris City and the surrounding countryside. 

The economic activity I will discuss is agriculture which is a primary economic 

activity. 

One factor that influences that development of agriculture is climate: 

The west of the region mainly experiences a cool temperate oceanic climate. This is 

because of the Atlantic Ocean. In winter the average temperature is around 5˚C and 

around 16˚C in summer. Rainfall is well distributed in the west and is mainly 

convectional rainfall. This is when the ground heats the air above it, causing it to rise, 

cool and condense forming heavy downpours. With this maritime type climate, 

rainfall averages around 800mm per year in the west. These are the main reasons 

why farming in the west is mostly pasture and cereal production. Grass and wheat 

grow well under these conditions and so flourish in the west. Cereal output rose 

greatly after the foundation of the European Economic Community (EEC), of which 

France was one of the founding members. 

To the east the climate is a cool temperate continental. Winters are colder with an 

average of 2˚C and summers are warmer with an average of 19˚C. Rainfall in the east 

is slightly lower with an average of 700mm per year. The east also experiences 

convectional rainfall.  

These are the main reasons why viticulture (wine production) is more evident in the 

east than in the west. Vines tend to grow in dry and warm conditions e.g. in the 

Champagne area.  

 

Another factor that influences the development of agriculture is soil: 

Soil type is varied in the region with soils like chalk in Champagne to clay soils in Brie. 

Each different soil type has led to a different type of farming in the region. These 

different farming areas are called ‘pays’ in France.  The central area of the region, the 

Ile de France, is covered with ‘limon’ soil. This is a very fertile, stoneless and easily 

worked soil that was deposited after the last Ice Age. This has allowed for the 

intensive production of cereals such as wheat and maize in the area. Limestone soils 

like in Normandy are high in calcium. The grass is therefore calcium-rich which is why 

there is a thriving bloodstock industry in Normandy, as it gives hoses strong bones. 

 

 


